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The Lifeboat Foundation is a nonprofit nongovernmental organization dedicated 
to encouraging scientific advancements while helping humanity survive 
existential risks and possible misuse of increasingly powerful technologies, 
including genetic engineering, nanotechnology, and robotics/AI, as we move 
towards a technological singularity.
 
Lifeboat Foundation is pursuing a variety of options, including helping to 
accelerate the development of technologies to defend humanity, including new 
methods to combat viruses (such as RNA interference and new vaccine 
methods), effective nanotechnological defensive strategies, and even 
self-sustaining space colonies in case the other defensive strategies fail.
 
We believe that, in some situations, it might be feasible to relinquish 
technological capacity in the public interest (for example, we are against the 
U.S. government posting the recipe for the 1918 flu virus on the Internet). We 
have some of the best minds on the planet working on programs to enable our 
survival. We invite you to join our cause! 

 
An existential risk is a risk that is both global and terminal. Nick Bostrom defines it 
as a risk "where an adverse outcome would either annihilate Earth-originating 
intelligent life or permanently and drastically curtail its potential". The term is 
frequently used to describe disaster and doomsday scenarios caused by 
non-friendly superintelligence, misuse of molecular nanotechnology, or other 
sources of danger.
 
The Lifeboat Foundation was formed to prevent existential events from 
happening, as once they occur, humanity may have no possibility to correct the 
error. Unfortunately governments, and humanity in general, always react AFTER 
a disaster has happened, and some disasters will leave no survivors so we must 
react BEFORE they occur. We must be proactive.

"We cannot rely on trial-and-error approaches to deal with existential 
risks... We need to vastly increase our investment in developing specific 
defensive technologies... We are at the critical stage today for 
biotechnology, and we will reach the stage where we need to directly 
implement defensive technologies for nanotechnology during the late teen 
years of this century... A self-replicating pathogen, whether biological or 
nanotechnology based, could destroy our civilization in a matter of days 
or weeks."
 

Ray Kurzweil

The Lifeboat Foundation is developing programs to prevent existential events ("shields") 
as well as programs to preserve civilization ("preservers") to survive such events.

CURRENT PROGRAMS

AsteroidShield
To protect against devastating asteroid strikes.
 
BioShield
To protect against bioweapons and pandemics.
 
InternetShield
As the Internet grows in importance, an attack on it could cause physical as well as 
informational damage. An attack today on hospital systems or electric utilities could lead 
to deaths. In the future an attack could be used to alter the output that is produced by 
nanofactories worldwide leading to massive deaths.
 
NanoShield
To protect against ecophages and nonreplicating nanoweapons.
 
SecurityPreserver
To prevent nuclear, biological, and nanotechnological attacks from occurring by using 
surveillance and sousveillance to identify terrorists before they are able to launch their 
attacks.
 
Space Habitats
To build fail-safes against global existential risks by encouraging the spread of 
sustainable human civilization beyond Earth.

FUTURE PROGRAMS

BioPreserver
To preserve animal life and diversity on the planet.
 
ClimateShield
To protect against global warming and other unwanted climate changes.
 
CommPreserver
Explores new communication technology for surviving existential events.
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